
Letter from the Chair
dOug cOOley, PrOfessiOnal engineer

i hope you all had a wonderful summer and are enjoying my fa-
vorite season with the crisp air and colorful foliage. the four dis-
tinct seasons that we are fortunate to have here in Minnesota are

why we all live here and love it.

before i give you an update on some of the current activities of the board, i thought
i would give you a little summary of the board makeup and how we function. as you
know, the board provides licenses for architects, engineers, land surveyors, land-
scape architects, geologists, soil scientists and certified interior designers. the
current numbers for the state of Minnesota can be summarized as follows:

architects 3,515
Professional engineers 12,955
land surveyors 618
landscape architects 426
Professional geologists 578
Professional soil scientists 74
certified interior designers 715

the aelslagid board consists of 21 members appointed by the governor. three
members are licensed architects, five members are licensed Professional engineers,
two members are licensed landscape architects, two members are licensed land
surveyors, two members are certified interior designers, one member is a licensed
Professional geologist, one member is a licensed Professional soil scientist and five
are public members.

in 2006, harvey harvala, a Professional engineer and board chair at the time, asked
me if i’d be interested in joining the state board of licensure. harvey is an individ-
ual for whom i have a great deal of respect, not only as a Professional engineer, but
also as a friend. he has amazing talents and great leadership skills. My initial reac-
tion to his request was “how do you possibly get anything done with 21 board mem-
bers?” With his persuasive talents, he convinced me to join the board and i soon
realized that his description of the board being very efficient was very accurate then
and holds true today. i’m constantly amazed at the scope and breadth of knowledge
of all the board members and how efficiently we come to consensus on topics and
subjects at hand. each board member is asked to sit on either the architect, land-
scape architect, certified interior designer (alacid) section committee or the
engineer, land surveyor, geoscience (elsgeO) section committee, as well as  
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either the complaint committee, credentialing committee or the rules
committee. each committee chair reports to the entire board at the
monthly board Meetings. i am humbled by the knowledge and expert-
ise of this phenomenal group of individuals. i’d be remiss if i did not
recognize the extremely competent staff that also makes the board work
so well.

someone recently asked me why i joined the state board of licensure
to begin with. as i indicated, harvey harvala was a great influence and
a mentor to me and was instrumental in that decision. We often times
don’t get questions asked of us as to why we made decisions 10 or 20
years ago, but i think it’s healthy for us to ask ourselves those questions
like, why we chose the profession that we did, why we are with the com-
panies that we are with, why we made the decisions that we did, etc. for
me this question confirmed and validated not only my decision to be on
the state board of licensure, but also my decision to choose the profes-
sion that i did. since i was taken back a little by the question, i did pause
and continued my response by saying that the main reason i joined the
board of licensure is that i am passionate about what i do as an engineer
and i believe that i lived a blessed life and in a small way this helps me
to give back to the community. 

One of the board’s goals going forward is to get our proposed statute
changes that we have been working on over the past couple of years au-
thorized and approved this legislative session. the proposed changes
include:

• ethics in education
- requires 2 hours of the current 24 required biennial continuing

education hours to be dedicated for ethics.

• Strengthen the Practice act
-  clarify that the designation “Pe” refers only to the “Professional

engineer” and may only be used by a licensed professional engi-
neer.

-  extend from 2 years to 4 years the period of time required for li-
censee to maintain documentation of continuing education. this
enables the licensee to prove their education during an audit.

-  clarify the definition of the practice of land surveying.
-  Protect against the unauthorized use of professional titles.

• housekeeping
-  remove several obsolete areas of language in multiple sections.

for example:
- the statutes refer to the board developing exam questions

whereas the exams are all developed by national councils for
each profession.

-  remove language referencing accrediting bodies that no longer
exist.

finally, i would like to take a moment to congratulate carl Peterson,
cPa, and current Public Member and vice chair of the board, on re-
ceiving the Minnesota society of cPa’s distinguished service award.

i am grateful for the opportunity to live in state of Minnesota with our
4 great seasons, serving on the aelslagid board and protecting the
health, safety and welfare of the public.

have a great day!
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a
s the time for license and certificate renewal approaches,

it may be a good time to review the requirements spelled

out in Mn statute § 326.107 on what constitutes contin-

uing education activity as well as the requirements for support-

ing documentation.

continuing education (ce) must consist of learning experiences

which enhance and expand the skills, knowledge and abilities of

practicing professionals, as well as benefit the health, safety and

welfare of the public. ce may involve technical, nontechnical,

regulatory, ethical, or business practice topics. the statute goes

on to identify multiple ce activities, although not a limiting list

of ce activities, which satisfy the professional development re-

quirement. 

there is a broad range of ce activities that are inexpensive and

may be overlooked or not considered when licensees or certifi-

cate holders are tallying their Professional development hours

(Pdh) or requesting an exemption for ce, including:

·  self-sponsored/in-house educational programs;

·  Providing professional service to the public which draws

upon the professional expertise of the licensee or certificate

holder; and 

·  Participation in self-study activities presented by correspon-

dence, internet, video, audio, etc., with a verification process.

continuing education courses and activities must meet five

basic criteria, including:

-  clear purpose and objective of the activity to maintain,

improve or develop new and relevant skills and knowledge;

-  content of the activity is well organized and presented

in a sequential manner;

-  activity has been pre-planned and includes an opportunity

for input by the target group or person attending;

-  activity is presented by a person who is well-qualified by ed-

ucation or experience; and

-  activity and participation is documented for record keeping

and reporting.

the board conducts audits of a percentage of its licensees and

certificate holders and requires those audited to submit docu-

mentation of at least 24 professional development hours of activ-

ity over the previous two years. documentation must include

what is required by the statute: a description of the activity, the

date held, and the starting and ending times. it is much easier to

maintain your records as you participate in continuing education

activities than to hunt down the information to report for renewal

or in an audit.

it's never too early to begin planning for your next 24 Pdhs and

make continuing education an ongoing process in your profes-

sional practice. 

Continuing Education 
TiPS for a SuCCeSSfuL

ConTinuing eduCaTion audiT

the board conducts random audits for proof of com-

pletion of the continuing education requirements. im-

portant information to remember:

- you Must be in compliance with the  continuing

education requirement befOre you renew.

- renewals and continuing education are due by

midnight on June 30 of even-numbered years.

- dOn’t check the box stating you have completed

continuing education if you do not have at least 24

hours accumulated.

- you Must have supporting documentation of all

of your continuing education activities showing

the date and times of attendance.

for more information regarding continuing 

education, visit the board’s website at 

www.aelslagid.state.mn.us/conted.html.

2012 audiT STaTiSTiCS

number of individuals audited: 348

Percentage of each profession: 2%

as a result of the continuing education audit, the

board opened several complaints for reasons such as:

lack of response to requests for documentation, lack

of documentation and noncompliance with the con-

tinuing education requirements.

Board memBer oPeningS

the terms of three board members are expiring in

January 2014. 

Professional engineer (2)

landscape architect (1)

if you are interested in applying for a position, please

download the application from the Minnesota secre-

tary of state website at www.sos.state.mn.us or con-

tact the board office at 651-296-2388. 

applications are accepted at any time.
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Disclaimer: Every effort has been made to ensure that the follow-

ing enforcement information is correct; however, this information

should not be relied upon without verification from the Board of-

fice. It should be noted that the names of companies and individ-

uals listed may be similar to the names of parties who have not

had enforcement actions taken against them. Disciplinary orders

are public data and copies may be obtained by contacting the

Board office or by viewing the order on the web page at www.ael-

slagid.state.mn.us.

Please note that the following are summaries of the facts
and disciplinary actions taken since the last newsletter. full
orders can be found on the board’s website.

disciplinary actions:

in the matter of dennis Stanley nelson
unlicensed

allegations: 
-  Mr. nelson was first licensed as a Professional engineer

in 1988. 
-  his license expired in 2012. Mr. nelson is not eligible to

renew his license because: (a) he has not complied with
the ethics course requirement in a stipulation and Order
issued by the board on december 2, 2011, and (b) when
respondent attempted to renew his Minnesota Profes-
sional engineer license online in 2012, in response to a
renewal application question about being the subject of
any disciplinary actions in the preceding two years, Mr.
nelson did not report that he had been disciplined by the
board in 2011.

-  Mr. nelson held himself out as a Professional engineer
and practiced professional engineering without a Min-
nesota Professional engineer license by signing and cer-
tifying five (5) documents for gopher state contractors,
Job  #32235, on July 20, 2012.

enforcement action: On april 18, 2013, the board issued
a Cease and Desist Order and Notice of Right to Hearing.
Mr. nelson was ordered to cease and desist from holding
himself out as a professional engineer in Minnesota, from
practicing professional engineering in Minnesota, and from
further violations of Minnesota statutes sections 326.02
through 326.15 (2012) until such time as his Minnesota Pro-
fessional engineer license is reinstated by the board. 

Mr. nelson was notified of his right to request a hearing. he
did not request a hearing, therefore the Order became final
and remains in effect until it is modified or vacated by the
board.

in the matter of Stephen hoffman
Professional engineer License #21040

facts:
-  Mr. hoffman was first licensed as a Professional engi-

neer in Minnesota in 1990.
-  his license will expire in 2014. 
-  On June 30, 2004, Mr. hoffman renewed his license for

the 2004-2006 renewal period. On the renewal applica-
tion, it asked the question: “have you ever had a license
disciplined, denied, surrendered, suspended or re-
voked?” Mr. hoffman checked the “no” box. above Mr.
hoffman’s signature on the form, it stated: “i swear or
affirm that i have read the foregoing renewal application
and that the statements are true and complete.” this was
the first time the board asked this question on a renewal
application.

-  the commonwealth of Massachusetts issued a Final De-
cision and Order to Mr. hoffman on august 30, 2000,
revoking his license to practice engineering. Mr. hoff-
man failed to disclose this on his 2004-2006 renewal ap-
plication.

-  On september 25, 2001, the south carolina department
of labor, licensing & regulation before the board of
registration for Professional engineers and land sur-
veyors, issued a Consent Order publicly reprimanding
Mr. hoffman. Mr. hoffman failed to disclose this disci-
plinary action on his 2004-2006 renewal application.

-  With his 2012-2014 Minnesota renewal application, Mr.
hoffman disclosed that he had disciplinary proceedings
initiated against him by six (6) separate jurisdictions
since 1997: Massachusetts, south carolina, texas, new
hampshire, alabama and tennessee. Mr. hoffman
stated: “to the best of my knowledge and recollection, i
first notified the states i was licensed in, including Min-
nesota, of the Massachusetts matter in 1998 while the
matter was still pending in front of the Massachusetts
board. then, in 2000 after the Massachusetts board
Order was entered and under appeal, i attempted to dis-
close to, and certainly intended to notify, the required
professional engineering authorities of the Order and my
appeal. i have in my records a copy of both letters that i
believe i sent to notify the licensing boards either in sep-
arate disclosures or as part of the renewal application
process.” the board has no record of receiving either
the 1998 letter or the 2000 letter in Mr. hoffman’s li-
censing file.

- Mr. hoffman disclosed that he has taken corrective meas-
ures for future renewals as he is licensed in thirty-eight
(38) states. the complaint committee was satisfied with
the corrective action Mr. hoffman has taken.

enforcement action: On May 3, 2013, the board issued a
Stipulation and Order. Mr. hoffman was reprimanded for

Disciplinary Actions
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the foregoing conduct and ordered to pay a civil penalty of
$2,000 to the board.

in the matter of Stanley J. ross
architect License #24982

Certified interior design Certificate #C01149

facts:
-  Mr. ross was first licensed as an architect in Min-

nesota in 1996 and was issued a certified interior de-
sign certificate number in 1998. 

-  both his license and certificate expired in 2010.
-  Mr. ross reinstated his license and certificate on febru-

ary 24, 2011.
-  during the time his architect license was lapsed (July

1, 2010 through february 24, 2011), Mr. ross held
himself out and practiced as a “licensed architect” by
signing and certifying the architectural plans for the
Wonderland learning center, located in st. Paul, Min-
nesota, on february 4, 2011.

-  Mr. ross submitted his Application for License/Certifi-
cate Reinstatement through June 30, 2012 and signed
an Affidavit for Reinstatement on february 23, 2011 af-
firming that he did not represent himself as an architect
without proper licensure nor will he do so until such
time as his license has been reinstated by the board. in
the same Affidavit, he also affirmed that he did not per-
form or offer to perform architectural services during
the lapse of his license. 

-  it is alleged that Mr. ross misrepresented himself in the
Affidavit for Reinstatement as he had certified the plans
as an architect for the Wonderland learning center on
february 4, 2011.

enforcement action: On May 3, 2013, the board issued a
Stipulation and Order. Mr. ross was reprimanded for the
foregoing conduct and ordered to pay a civil penalty of
$5,000 to the board. additionally, Mr. ross must complete
two (2) hours of coursework in professional ethics, approved
in advance by the complaint committee. the(se) ethics
course(s) shall not count toward any continuing education
requirements in the 2012-2014 renewal period or beyond.

in the matter of Jeff Javens
Professional engineer License #48744

facts:
-  Mr. Javens was first issued a license as a Professional

engineer in Minnesota in 2011. 
-  his license expired on June 30, 2012 and Mr. Javens re-

instated his license in Minnesota on november 29, 2012.
-  Mr. Javens self-reported that he represented himself as a

Professional engineer and practiced professional engi-
neering during the time his license was expired by sign-
ing and sealing plans for two (2) commercial projects
located in Mankato, Minnesota and by using the title
“Pe” in his signature block.

enforcement action: On May 3, 2013, the board issued a
Stipulation and Order. Mr. Javens was reprimanded for the
foregoing conduct and ordered to pay a civil penalty of
$1,000 to the board. 

in the matter of mark W. Willrodt
Professional engineer #40152

facts:
-  Mr. Willrodt was first licensed as a Professional engi-

neer in Minnesota in 2000. 
-  his license expired in 2012 and he reinstated his license

on January 28, 2013. 
-  Mr. Willrodt self-reported that he may have held himself

out as a Professional engineer during the period his li-
cense was expired because his e-mail signature block and
business cards indicated that he was a Pe.  

-  Mr. Willrodt stated that his e-mails are primarily sent
within the company, but that he does correspond with
vendors and contractors outside the company. 

-  Mr. Willrodt enclosed his business card and stated that:
“i am certain i didn’t distribute any of these business
cards from July 1, 2012 through January 22, 2013. since
my work is internal to the company, my business cards
are rarely used, except for meeting with new vendors or
contractors. i confirmed that i wouldn’t have used my
business cards by checking my work calendar over this
time period to see if i met with anyone i didn’t already
have a working relationship.”

enforcement action: On august 27, 2013, the board issued
a Stipulation and Order. Mr. Willrodt was reprimanded for
the foregoing conduct and ordered to pay a civil penalty of
$500 to the board.

in the matter of Jeff Lawler
unlicensed

facts: 
-  Mr. lawler is not currently and never has been licensed

by the board as a landscape architect in the state of
Minnesota. 

-  in the linkedin website, www.linkedin.com, Mr. lawler
used the title of “Jeff lawler, landscape architect &
Owner, J. lawler design, greater Minneapolis-st. Paul
area.”

-  Mr. lawler provided the board a copy of his business
card which contained the following wording: “Jeffrey M.
lawler, asla, associate Member american society of
landscape architects.” 

-  Mr. lawler used, in connection with his name, a title and
description that tends to convey the impression that he is
licensed as a landscape architect in Minnesota.

-  in response to the board’s request, Mr. lawler submitted
plans for two (2) religious sites. 

-  Mr. lawler engaged in the unlicensed practice of land-
scape architecture by 
(a) setting the approaches for the structures in general

for two (2) church projects located in Minnesota;
(b) locating the pergola at the richfield, Minnesota

church and relocating the arbor at the Minneapolis,
Minnesota church; and 

(c) designing the rain garden at the Minneapolis, Min-
nesota church.

enforcement action: On august 27, 2013, the board issued
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a Settlement Agreement and Cease and Desist Order. Mr.
lawler shall cease and desist from practicing landscape ar-
chitecture and holding himself out as a landscape architect
in Minnesota until such time as he becomes licensed as a
landscape architect in the state of Minnesota.

in the matter of Terry Coss
Professional engineer License #20284

facts:
-  Mr. coss was first license as a Professional engineer in

Minnesota in 1990. 
-  his license expired on June 30, 2012 and he reinstated his

license on november 19, 2012. 
-  With his reinstatement paperwork, Mr. coss stated that he

had not represented himself as a professional engineer
since he does not perform that function, however his
business cards listed him as a Pe.

-  he stated that he provided these business cards to others
in the course of ordinary business as a convenient way
to exchange contact information, but never as an offer or
solicitation to provide Pe services or in a context where
licensure was relevant.

-  during part of the period in question, the auto signature
block on Mr. coss’s work email account identified him as
“terry coss, Pe, environmental director...”

enforcement action: On august 27, 2013, the board is-
sued a Stipulation and Order. Mr. coss was reprimanded for
the foregoing conduct and ordered to pay a civil penalty of
$1,000 to the board.

oTher aCTionS:

Pursuant to Minnesota statutes section 270c.72, subdivi-
sion 1 (2012), the  board must suspend a professional li-
cense if the license holder owes delinquent state taxes,
penalties, or interest, and the Minnesota commissioner of
revenue so notifies the board.

in the matter of Brian douglas huotari
Land Surveyor License #48463

On June 21, 2013, the board received a letter of license
revocation/suspension from the Minnesota department of
revenue, which advised the board that Mr. huotari has an
overdue tax liability. 

enforcement action: On June 24, 2013, the board issued
an Order for Suspension of Land Surveyor License #48463.
Mr. huotari’s license is suspended pursuant to Minnesota
statutes section 270c.72, subdivision 1 (2012). the suspen-
sion shall take effect immediately and shall remain in effect
until the board receives a tax clearance certificate from the
Minnesota department of revenue.

in the matter of Corwin reese
Professional engineer License #49192

On august 14, 2013, the board received a letter of license
revocation/suspension from the Minnesota department of

revenue, which advised the board that respondent has an
outstanding tax liability. 

enforcement action: On august 21, 2013, the board issued
an Order for Suspension of Professional Engineer License
#49192. Mr. reese’s license is suspended pursuant to Min-
nesota statutes section 270c.72, subdivision 1 (2012). the
suspension shall take effect immediately and shall remain in
effect until the board receives a tax clearance certificate
from the Minnesota department of revenue. 

in the matter of Corwin reese
Professional engineer License #49192

On august 29, 2013, the board received notice from the
Minnesota department of revenue (“department”) that Mr.
reese had been issued a clearance certificate under the au-
thority of Minnesota statutes section 270c.72 (2012). the
department informed the board that Mr. reese does not owe
the state of Minnesota any uncontested delinquent taxes,
penalties or interest and has filed all required forms. 

action: On september 4, 2013, the board issued an Order
to Rescind Suspension of Professional Engineer’s License
#49192. the license suspension Order issued to respon-
dent on august 19, 2013 is rescinded and shall have no fur-
ther force and effect.

Congratulations
doug Cooley, Pe, received the american council of engi-
neering companies of Minnesota (acec/Mn) Tom Roche
Lifetime Achievement Award. this award is bestowed annu-
ally to an individual who has contributed a great deal over
the course of their career to the profession of consulting en-
gineering, acec/Mn and the community. 

doug was appointed to the board in 2006 and is currently
serving as board chair.

Carl Peterson, cPa, Public Member, received the Min-
nesota society of cPas Distinguished Service Award. this
award is the MncPa’s highest honor bestowed upon mem-
bers, recognizing contributions to the society that go above
and beyond. 

carl was appointed to the board in 2009 and is currently
serving his second year as vice chair of the board.

dennis martenson, Pe, has been appointed to serve on the
national council of examiners for engineering and survey-
ing (ncees) examinations for Professional engineers
(ePe) committee. Mr. Martenson was also recently reap-
pointed to the american society of civil engineers (asce)
committee on Professional conduct (cPc) and was re-
elected to the presidency of the united engineering founda-
tion (uef).”

dennis was appointed to the board in 2012.
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Complaint Statistics

July 1, 2012 - June 30, 2013

number of complaints filed: 106

number of disciplinary actions: 13

number of open complaints: 60

allegation Total

complaint Withdrawn 1

failure to comply with ce audit 19

falsifying information on renewal 3

holding Out & Practice without a license 26

holding Out & unlicensed Practice 12

holding Out 12

Misconduct - negligence - incompetence 14

Mn revenue tax/child support liability 1

Monitor for compliance with Order 9

Other 4

Out of compliance with board Order 1

unlicensed Practice 4

it is the duty of a licensee or certificate holder to re-

port possible violations of the board’s statutes and

rules. to file a complaint, please complete the com-

plaint registration form found on the board’s website

at www.aelslagid.state.mn.us/complaints.html. you

must sign and date the form and deliver it to the board

office in person or via u.s. Mail. The Board cannot

accept anonymous complaints or complaints submitted

via e-mail or fax.

if you have questions about how to file a complaint or

any other complaint or disciplinary matter, please con-

tact the board’s investigator, lynette dufresne, at

651-757-1510.

When To “CerTify” your rePorTS

by dennis Martenson, Pe

s
ince the board has recently become aware of several in-

stances of engineering reports not being certified (aka

stamped or sealed) by a professional engineer, this arti-

cle is to remind Professional engineers of their responsibilities.

Minnesota statute 326.12, subd. 3, requires a licensee to pro-

vide a certified signature for “each plan, drawing specifica-

tion, plat, report or other document … prepared by a …

licensed engineer … must bear the signature of the licensed

… person preparing it or the signature of the licensed … per-

son under whose direct supervision it was prepared.” in addi-

tion, Minnesota rule 1800.4200, subp. 1, requires “the

certification and signature on … reports … is mandatory, as

provided by Minnesota statutes, section 326.12, subdivision

3.”  (bolded for emphasis).

you may wonder, and maybe that is why some recent instances

were brought to our attention, when does this requirement

apply for reports?  it does not apply in all instances, i.e. there

are some exceptions.  in addition, only a licensed engineer ei-

ther preparing, or under whose direct supervision a report is

prepared,  may certify/stamp/seal the report. When in ques-

tion, it is suggested you err on the side of including the certi-

fication for any report either prepared by you or under your

direct supervision as a licensed professional engineer.

examples of reports that do not need to be certified:

-  intra-office or intra-company engineering reports

-  engineering reports that are clearly marked as drafts and/or

preliminary 

examples of reports that do need to be certified:

-  engineering reports that are submitted to a public agency

for either review or permitting purposes

-  engineering reports (signature and certification is only re-

quired on the first page)

Who may certify/stamp/seal reports?

-  Only the licensed professional who either prepared the

work or under whose direct supervision the work was pre-

pared

all licensed professional engineers are reminded that you may

not certify/stamp/seal any reports if your license has expired,

been revoked or suspended. in Minnesota, a stamp, printed

signature, or electronically-created signature may be used for

certification on reports, or other documents requiring same, so

long as it creates an accurate depiction of the licensed profes-

sional’s actual signature. licensees also may not sign reports,

or other documents requiring same, if the licensee is not qual-

ified to certify/stamp/seal by virtue of education and licensure.

each licensee should consider their education and level of

expertise prior to certifying/stamping/sealing a report, i.e.

does it cover an area for which you are qualified in due to

education and/or experience? the licensee may approve,

i.e. certify/stamp/seal, only those reports which protect the

health, safety and welfare of the public.

Please consult Minnesota statute 326.12, subd. 3, and

Minnesota rule 1800.4200, subp. 1, for the full statutory

and rule language on this issue.



8

minneSoTa Board of arChiTeCTure,
engineering, Land SurVeying, 

LandSCaPe arChiTeCTure, 
geoSCienCe, and inTerior deSign

85 east 7th Place, suite 160
st. Paul, Minnesota  55101

return Service requested

Prsrt std

us POstage

Paid
tWin cities Mn
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december 2013

6 board and committee Meetings

tbd complaint committee Meeting

January 2014 no board or committee Meetings

tbd complaint committee Meeting

february 2014

tbd complaint committee Meeting

14 board and committee Meetings

march 2014

tbd complaint committee Meeting

21 board and committee Meetings

april 2014

tbd complaint committee Meeting

25 board and committee Meetings

may 2014

tbd complaint committee Meeting

19 board and committee Meetings

Upcoming 
Events


